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PALEOHER RATNA FELLOWSHIP OVERVIEW 

The PALEOHER Ratna Fellowship is an opportunity dedicated to empowering a talented woman from 
an economically challenged background in South Asia to further her academic pursuits in prehistoric 
research. This fellowship encourages interdisciplinary approaches, offering recipients the chance to 
work on a postgraduate or early Ph.D. project through a lab visit or field survey in India. The fellowship 
provides a grant of ₹10,000, which may be used to cover research-related expenses, including travel, 
accommodation, field survey costs, or laboratory fees. 

FELLOWSHIP GOALS 

- Promote research opportunities for unprivileged women in prehistoric and multidisciplinary 
studies. 

- Encourage women researchers by financially supporting field surveys, lab work, or other 
empirical research initiatives in India. 

- Promote skills development in quaternary research, palaeoanthropology, paleoclimate, 
ecology, archaeology, and related fields. 

SELECTION CRITERIA 

Submitted applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 

1. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

- Community Membership: Applicants must be registered members of the PALEOHER 
community to apply. 

- Gender and Nationality: Open to female candidates from South Asia. 
- Economic Status: Preference for applicants from economically disadvantaged backgrounds. 
- Academic Level: Applicants should be in a postgraduate or early Ph.D. program related to 

prehistoric research, archaeology, paleoclimate studies, ecology, or related fields. 

   2. RESEARCH PROPOSAL  

- Candidate must submit an application in form of a project proposal providing details about 
her research objective, scientific understanding, research plan, and timeline. 

- Project proposals must have a significant component of prehistoric research. 
- Research proposals involving multidisciplinary studies will be preferred. 
- The proposal should demonstrate how the fellowship will enable the applicant to achieve 

specific research objectives. 

3. ALIGNMENT WITH FELLOWSHIP GOALS 

- Projects that emphasize fieldwork in India, laboratory analysis, or technical skill development 
are given preference. 

- The project must contribute to advancing knowledge or methods in prehistoric studies or 
related fields. 

4. FEASIBILITY AND IMPACT 
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- The proposed project’s feasibility, timeline, and the intended impact on the candidate’s 
academic and career goals. 

- Clear articulation of how the fellowship will support the completion or significant 
advancement of the project. 

5. RECOMMENDATION LETTERS 

- Two letters of recommendation, preferably from academic mentors or field professionals 
familiar with the applicant’s work, are required. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS  

1. Detailed application form as per the given format.  
2. Recommendation Letters: Attach two recommendation letters. 
3. Proof of Economic Status: Income certificate or other relevant documents. 
4. Academic Transcript: Latest transcript or proof of enrollment. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

Candidates must complete the application form as per (Annexure 1) and submit it along with the 
required documents at https://paleoher.org/paleoher-ratna-fellowship/.  

FELLOWSHIP PAYMENT CONDITIONS 

• Initial Payment: 80% of the fellowship amount will be paid to the candidate upon final 
selection. 

• Final Payment: The remaining 20% will be paid after the completion of the project and 
submission of all required documents, including the final report and article for PALEOHER 
Magazine. 

COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS 

At the completion of the proposed work, the fellowship recipient must fulfill the following 
requirements: 

1. Submit a Final Report: Provide a comprehensive report highlighting the work completed, 
including methodologies, findings, and key insights gained during the fellowship period. 

2. Submit an Article for PALEOHER Magazine: Write an article that showcases the significance 
of the research, emphasizing its usefulness and societal implications. This article will be 
published in PALEOHER Magazine to highlight the impact of the fellowship-supported work 
and inspire further research in the field. 

3. All successful candidates are required to submit detailed bills and invoices for expenses 
incurred as part of the fellowship. These should be submitted as actuals for reimbursement 
or financial documentation purposes. 

4. Any outcomes derived from the fellowship, including research publications, presentations, or 
other work, must acknowledge the support of the PALEOHER Ratna Fellowship. 

 

https://paleoher.org/paleoher-ratna-fellowship/


ANNEXURE 1 

 

PALEOHER RATNA FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

SECTION A: PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Full Name:  

Date of Birth: 

Nationality: 

Address: 

Email: 

Phone Number: 

Educational Background (most recent degree obtained or currently pursuing): 

SECTION B: ECONOMIC STATUS  

Annual Family Income: 

Are you receiving any financial aid/scholarships currently? (Yes/No). If yes, specify: 

SECTION C: RESEARCH PROPOSAL 

Project Title: 

Institution (where you are currently enrolled or affiliated): 

Project Overview (100-150 words): 

Objectives: Describe the key objectives and goals of your project. 

Methodology: Explain the methods, resources, and approach you plan to use. 

Proposed Location (laboratory/field survey site in India): 

Timeline: Estimated duration for project completion. 

 SECTION D: STATEMENT OF PURPOSE  

Describe how this fellowship will help you achieve your research goals (150-200 words). 

SECTION E: BUDGET PLAN 

Proposed Use of Fellowship Funds: Provide an outline for how you plan to use the ₹10,000 grant. 

 SECTION F: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS  

5. Recommendation Letters: Attach two recommendation letters. 
6. Proof of Economic Status: Income certificate or other relevant documents. 
7. Academic Transcript: Latest transcript or proof of enrollment. 
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